Abstract: A new species, Platycephala isinensis sp. n. (Diptera: Chloropidae) is described from Iran and main differential characters are illustrated.
Introduction
The genus Platycephala was erected by Fallén (1820) . It belongs to the Platycephala genus group sensu Andersson (1977) , based on the following characters: head usually triangular, distinctly longer than high; frontal triangle very long, reaching anterior margin of frons, with broadened apex; eyes oval, with long axis horizontal, bare or with sparse short setulae; arista slender with short pubescence; antennae elongated, third antennal segment longer than wide, often narrowed apically; scutum deeply and densely punctuate; anepisternum with numerous setae; hind femur often greatly thickened, and hind tibia curved; abdomen very long and narrow. In total, 17 species are known (Becker 1907; Frey 1923; Nartshuk 1973 Nartshuk , 1984 Cherian 1978; Kanmiya 1983; Yang & Yang 1994 , 1995 , 1997 An & Yang 2003) ; of these six are Palaearctic [P. palpata (Nartshuk, 1973) , P. planifrons (F., 1798), P. rugosa (Nartshuk, 1964) , P.
sasae Nartshuk, 1973 , P. scapularum Becker, 1907 and P. umbraculata (F., 1794 Yang et Yang, 1995) 
The larvae of Platycephala are phytophagous on stems of Phragmites spp.
In the present paper, one species from Iran is described as new to science.
Platycephala isinensis sp. n.
Diagnosis. Similar to Platycephala scapularum Becker, 1907 from Biskra in the shape and colour of hind femur and frontal triangle, but the third antennal segment is elongated and narrowed apically (Fig. 1) , whereas in P. scapularum it is nearly square-shaped (Fig. 4) .
Description. Holotype. Body length 6.5 mm, wing length 4.3 mm. Head yellow, trapezoid in profile, about 1.2 times as long as high; frons produced beyond anterior level of eye, in profile about 0.6 times as long as long axis of eye, gena broadened, parafacial as long as long axis of eye. Frontal triangle yellow, brown punctured and with yellowish-brown medial stripe, occupying most of area of frons and reaching its anterior margin; area between eye and frontal triangle depressed and yellow (Fig. 2) . Occiput subshining, yellow with two dark brown rounded spots. Setulae on head pale, setae brownish-black, outer vertical seta distinctly stronger than the very short and fine orbitals; setulae on frontal triangle fine, short and yellow. Antenna yellow with only apical part of the third antennal segment dark brown; pedicel as long as third antennal segment; third antennal segment broadened basally but narrowly elongated distally; arista white with pale yellow basal segment, short pale pubescent. Proboscis and palpi yellow, clypeus brownish-yellow.
Thorax entirely yellow, slightly narrower than head; scutum shiny yellow with 5 yellow-brown prominent setose punctured stripes, notopleural seta 0-1; scutellum pale, microtrichose and dark punctured, 1.1 times as wide as long. Thoracic setae and setulae dark; anepisternum with numerous dark short setulae, yellow, only left margin yellow-brown; katepisternum yellowbrown, flat and shiny; postpronotum yellow with central dark brown oval spot. Legs predominantly yellow; hind femur distinctly thickened, about 2 times as thick as fore femur (Fig. 3) . Setulae on legs dark dorsally and pale ventrally. Wing hyaline; veins yellow. Squama yellow with dark brown fringes. Haltere yellow, knob whitish-yellow. Abdomen yellow-brown, light microtrichose. Setulae on abdomen brown. Male genitalia as in Figs 5-6, female genitalia as in Figs 7-8. Setulae on genitalia yellow-brown and short.
Type material. Holotype: male, East Iran, Isin, 11. -15.V.1973 , Expedition of the National Museum Prague. Paratypes: 17 males and 27 females, same locality and date as the holotype.
Holotype of the new species is deposited in the collection of the National Museum Prague. Paratypes are de- Etymology. The species is named after the type locality (Isin).
Distribution. Iran, Isin
Differential diagnostis. Differential characters between Platycephala isinensis sp. n. and P. scapularum Becker:
P. isinensis sp. n.
P. scapularum Becker Third antennal segment elongated and narrowed Third antennal segment nearly square Clypeus yellow-brown Clypeus yellow Setulae on head pale, setae brownish black Setulae on head dark, setae black Setulae on frontal triangle thin, short and yellow Setulae on frontal triangle thin, short and black Mesonotum with yellow-brown stripes Mesonotum with reddish-brown stripes Male genitalia as in Figs 5, 6 Male genitalia as in Figs 9, 10
